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"As an Alderman representing many emerging, yet currently still challenged, under-
resourced communities on the city's west side, I am both proud and excited that the Public 
Safety Training Academy is being considered for development in the 37th Ward - -  on the 
city's west side Garfield Park neighborhood," says Alderman Mitts. "I fully support this 
project, which will among other things, help promote increased public safety for local 
residents, and serve as a much-needed economic stimulus for the community. I fight every 
day to ensure that the 37th Ward 
 
Alderman Mitts further emphasizes, "One of the goals of the facility is to help promote better 
Police and neighborhood community relations, interactive partnerships and, perhaps most 
important, re-establish a stronger level of understanding, cooperation and trust - - all with 
the aim of reducing crime." 
 
"Chicago is experiencing, according to Police Superintendent Eddie Johnson's budget 
testimony before city Council during the recent 2018 budget hearings- - a drop in overall 
city crime, and that's both a good thing for the city, as well as a blessing for us all."  
 
"That doesn't mean that crime has disappeared, however - -  and the Austin District still 
faces many challenges as we work to keep our neighborhoods SAFE places for residents of 
all ages to live, work and play." 

"And it will also provide JOBS FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS and stimulate further ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT throughout the neighborhood surrounding the Academy. We all know that 
among other things, unemployment and underemployment are starting points for criminal 
activity, and when I walk through my community, or when people come to my community 
service office - - the number one request is for help and assistance by job seekers of all 
ages. I am deeply committed to responding to the needs of my residents." 

"Therefore, I am  STRONGLY supporting this academy for people like longtime west side 
activist - -  South Austin Coalition member, senior and  homeowner Mrs. Lillian 
Drummond, who works tirelessly to make the community better, stronger and safer for all. 
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"Further, I firmly believe that this academy will ensure that Chicago’s frontline public safety 
officials - - Police and Firefighters - - have the best tools, technology and training to better 
protect, serve and improve 'on-the-ground' relations with Chicago’s residents - - on the west 
side and throughout the  entire city." 

"And yes, I know that not everyone agrees with it. While some individuals, and activist 
groups are questioning/protesting this project, which is both their choice, as well as their 
right - - however some are seemingly more committed to created uproar, media exposure, 
dissent and community confusion more than anything else.  Let's try to work together, and 
not fall into the trap of opposing any or everything new that is proposed, designed to effect 
change and help the community. Protest without a clear plan rarely benefits anyone." 

"This land has sat vacant and unproductive for many years. Now we have a solid plan.  
That's what I've done throughout my service to the communities I represent, and over the 
years have been successful in revitalizing the ward with new retail, businesses, improving 
schools, parks and recreational facilities and much more. So rather, as Alderman - - I'd like 
to hope that there will grow a greater understanding, a spirit of compromise, and willingness 
for us to work in partnership to hammer out meaningful and productive initiatives to benefit 
of all on the west side." 

"Finally, I encourage everyone to consider the potential positive impacts this facility will 
bring to strengthen the safety and viability of the surrounding business and residential 
community. It will also generate increased opportunities for small, minority and 
disadvantaged entrepreneurs." 

"In other words, it will be a good INVESTMENT in the future of the WEST GARFIELD 
PARK COMMUNITY."  

Thank you. 


