Open all year.
Drop in anytime.

NEED KNOWS NO SEASON.



30 CHICAGO READER | APRIL 28,2006 | SECTION ONE
. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

GeorgialO

continued from page 28

the connections between the
Bush-Cheney campaign and the
elected politicians there.”

This was an especially prickly
topic in the Daily Kos commu-
nity. After the election, users split
into two camps: those who
wanted to accept Kerry’s defeat
and try to draw lessons from it
for the future and self-described
“fraudsters” who felt that Kerry’s
loss in Ohio was the result of
dirty tricks on the part of
Republicans. The debate grew
increasingly heated, and fraud-
sters began complaining that
Moulitsas was ignoring them and
refusing to bump their posts to
the front page. In January 2005
Moulitsas shot back, writing that
“wacked out conspiracy theories
hijacked the issue. ... [A]fter
myriad diaries crying wolf,
claiming that ¢his was the evi-
dence to seal the deal, well, it got
old. Then it got counterproduc-
tive, then it got embarrassing”

But a couple of days later,
Logothetis emerged as the fraud-
sters’ voice of reason. “How can
we lobby for election reform
unless we have a comprehensive
record of what needs to be

reformed?” she asked. Answering
her own question, she pointed
users to a 57-page Word docu-
ment she’d written during finals
and winter break titled “Eye on
Ohio: The Informed Citizen’s
Guide to the 2004 Elections.” The
exhaustive work discussed every
conceivable claim for the illegiti-
macy of the Ohio vote, including
the two Sequoia Voting Systems
executives who were indicted on
bribery charges, the flyers distrib-
uted to black neighborhoods in
Cleveland telling residents to vote
on November 3 (the day after the
election), and overcounts of
absentee ballots. Her post was
promoted by one of Daily Kos’s
front-pagers and roundly praised
soon after; users mirrored the
document on their own sites to
help satisfy the demand for it.
Throughout 2005 Logothetis
weighed in on the biggest political
stories of the year—Gitmo, Tom
DeLay, Harriet Miers, and more.
In August she announced she was
taking a break, but Katrina
brought her back a few weeks
later. “There is something about
watching a woman guide her hus-
band’s corpse downriver that
makes you realize that what’s

going on in your life, well, it really
pales in comparison,” she wrote.

At the end of every year
Moulitsas selects a handful of
users to become front-page
posters. For the lucky few who are
selected, it’s like getting picked to
play in their favorite band. “I wish
I could pay them,” Moulitsas says.
“But it’s a hell of a soapbox.”

In December he started an
“open thread” inviting readers to
nominate their favorite posters.
GeorgialO received an avalanche of
support. “Yes, yes, hell yes,” wrote
one user. “GeorgialO is fucking
brilliant.” Another wrote: “She
always has her finger on the pulse
of Daily Kos, and her intellectual
(not to mention good-natured) dis-
position always shines through.”

Moulitsas wasn’t surprised.
“Certain people get a following
online because they do stand
out,” he says. “[ Logothetis] was a
no-brainer; she was one of the
easy calls.”

L ogothetis says she was
nervous at first about living
up to the legacy of previous
front-pagers like Hunter and
Armando—names she utters
with the kind of reverence

Elizabethan scholars reserve for
Shakespeare. But she got over
her trepidation quickly: polem-
ical and indignant but legally
precise, her posts reflect the zeal
of a stickler for the rules. Like
many users on Daily Kos, she’s
driven by the feeling that those
in power are cheating. But she’s
uniquely skilled at setting the
details of their actions against
the letter of the law. In January
National Security Agency
director Michael Hayden, in a
discussion with a reporter about
the agency’s domestic-spying
program, argued that the Fourth
Amendment didn’t include a
provision for probable cause.
“Someone needed to tattoo the
Bill of Rights on his chest, back-
wards, so he could read it every
time he looked in the mirror,”
Logothetis wrote. She then laid
out a detailed commentary about
the distinctions between “prob-
able cause” and “reasonable sus-
picion,” including relevant
snippets of Senate Intelligence
Committee transcripts.

More than a deft prose style
and an outraged disposition, the
trait held in the highest regard in
the lefty blogosphere is prodi-

giousness. The more you post,
the more readers you attract, and
on this front, GeorgialoO is the
site’s workhorse. That may
change starting this summer. She
won’t be able to attend Yearly
Kos, a Daily Kos convention in
Las Vegas in June featuring a
keynote address by Senate
minority leader Harry Reid,
because she’ll be studying for the
bar exam. She’ll also start
working at a local corporate law
firm. “Did she tell you if she was
going to keep blogging?”
Moulitsas asked me at a recent
book reading. “I hope she does.”

In the meantime, Logothetis’s
blogging has proved useful for her
academically. She’s researched
warrantless spying so thoroughly
that she decided to write about it
for her final paper in a senior
seminar on the legal challenges
presented by the war on terror. “I
wrote so much on FISA [the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act] and the NSA scandals that
when they do Google searches,
it’s my work that comes up,” she
says. “I wanted to tell my pro-
fessor that if anything other stu-
dents write looks like something
I write, I got there first” @

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
FOUNDATION OF ILLINOIS

Spring Lecture Series:
From Unimaginable Atrocities
to Imperfect Justice

MONDAY, MAY 8 AT 7 PM

“German Reparations and Restitution
for Holocaust Crimes: The Good, the Bad
and the Ugly Sides of the Story”

Dr. Peter Hayes, Northwestern University

ADMISSION IS FREE.
DUE TO LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS ARE REQUESTED.
CALL 847.677.4640 OR EMAIL INFO@HMFI.ORG

847.677.4640
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PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION WITH CERTIFIABLE RESULTS
North Belmont Harbor, Chicago, lllinois

Teaching by fall? You could be ready!

Jobs are available right now for math, science, special education, and bilingual teachers. If you're a college
graduate, you could be teaching by fall 2006, with a master’'s degree by summer 2007. Learn how at a
Transition to Teaching Recruitment Fair on Saturday, April 29t from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., at Concordia
University's Koehneke Community Center, 7400 Augusta Street, in River Forest, or Wednesday, May 3™ from
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the University Center, 525 South State Street, in Chicago's South Loop.

ACT’s Center for Success in High-Need Schools
The Associated Colleges of Illinois

www.successinhighneedschools.org
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