
Ink Well by Ben Tausig

Mental Blocks
ACROSS 
1. Star-filled late-winter night
6. Curtis Sittenfeld novel

10. Bands on the radio?
13. Hammer out
14. Volcano flower
15. Bravo or Grande
16. With 59-across, the brilliantly

simple basis of 28-down
19. Definitive def. source
20. Butterflies
21. Dalloway, e.g.
22. In case
23. Slips up
25. “Who’s your daddy?” resolution
29. Biblical twin
30. Bronte governess
31. Lessen
34. High-speed inits.
36. Branch
37. Castle Grayskull hero
38. “Got it!”
40. Sea salt?
41. Carrier to kibbutzim
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DOWN 
1. “ . . . ______ short pier!”
2. Imminently
3. Central idea
4. Introduction to culture, on the farm?
5. Repair a pump, say
6. Hidden agent
7. Like public bathrooms in Chicago
8. Nights before
9. Hits Muhsin Muhammad, say

10. See 27-down
11. Short-lived Bush nominee
12. Covers some ground
17. Jeopardy! ans.
18. Pittsburgh co. cofounded 

by J.P. Morgan
24. Tire type
25. Moines or Plaines preceder
26. Gorky Park refusal
27. With 10-down, a description 

of 28-down
28. Theme of this puzzle
29. Poetic nightfall

LAST WEEK: SPARE TIME

49. More competent
50. ______ Men (“Who Let the Dogs 

Out” group)
52. Fabled runner-up
53. Exile isle
54. Marked, as a ballot
55. Man-to-man defense alternative
56. One in the red
57. ______ account

32. Docs’ bloc
33. Mozart rival
35. Penitent period
37. That woman
39. Summer abroad
44. Seeking
46. Neon Disney flick
47. Friendster status option
48. It’s often pitched from a deck

continued from page 3


