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empty blankets, through Sat 12/17.
@ Opens Fri 11/18, 6-9 PM. Wed-Sat noon-6.
312-432-3972

Vespine 1907 S. Halsted. Sharon Harper,
paintings; Erin Cramer, installations, through
Sat 11/26. Fri 4-9, Sat 10-4. 312-962-5850

Vonzweck 1626 N. Humboldt. “The Robot
of the Subconscious,” drawings, multiples,
and videos by Steve Reinke, through Wed
11/230@. Thu 6-9. 773-208-7222

Walsh 118 N. Peoria. “Tattoo You,” digital
photos and a video by Kim Joon (reviewed
this week in Section 1); “Street Stories,”
“unconventional views” of Chicago by eight
artists, through Fri 12/2. Tue-Sat 10:30-
5:30. 312-829-3312

Linda Warren 1052 W. Fulton. “Cul de
Sac,” paintings by Peter Drake, through Sat
1/7. Tue-Sat 11-5. 312-432-9500

Western Exhibitions 1648 W. Kinzie, 2nd fl.
Adriane Herman, images “re-creating found
lists from anonymous writers”; John Parot,
photos of his digs, with “pie charts and dia-
grams”; Stan Shellabarger, photos and
drawings documenting his projects, through
Sat 12/17. Fri-Sat noon-6. 312-307-4685

Donald Young 933 W. Washington. Robert
Mangold, works on paper, through Sat 12/3.
Tue-Fri 10-5:30, Sat 11-5:30. 312-455-0100

Zhou B. Center 1029 W. 35th. Paul Sierra,
John Himmelfarh, paintings, through Sat
11/19@. Tue-Sat noon-6. 312-493-4330

Zolla Lieberman 325 W. Huron. John Buck,
prints and sculpture, through Sat 12/10.
Tue-Fri 10-5:30, Sat 11-5:30. 312-944-1990

Now Showing

Durable Art
for a Disposable World

objects, apparently mass-produced, that critique

consumer culture. lan Bally uses store receipts
in his jewelry, Hye-Young Suh includes plastic bottle
caps and synthetic jewels in her colorful necklaces,
and Frankie Flood makes ornate pizza cutters that
borrow forms from biker culture. All three entered
the graduate metals program at the University of

T he three artists in “Value” all make functional

Suburban

Concordia Univ. Ferguson Gallery 7400
Augusta, River Forest. Work by William
Waite, through Sun 12/18. @ Music by
Waite, Sun 11/20, 7 PM, in the school’s
chapel; a reception follows. Mon-Fri 9-7,
Sat-Sun 10-6. 708-209-3013

Evanston Art Center 2603 Sheridan,
Evanston. “Domestic Disturbance,” work by
M. Ivan Cherry, Brian Ulrich, and other XY
artists “address[ing] social disfunction in
America’s suburban heartland from the male
point of view,” through Sun 11/20@. Mon-Thu
10-10, Fri-Sat 10-4, Sun 1-4. 847-475-5300

Lake Forest College Sonnenschein
Gallery Durand Art Institute, 555 N.
Sheridan, Lake Forest. Work by M.W. Burns,
Karen Reimer, Stephen Lapthisophon,
Kathleen McCarthy, and Ben Nicholson, Wed
11/23-Sun 12/11. @ Reception Tue 11/22,
7:30-10 PM. Daily 2:30-5. 847-735-5194

Noyes 927 Noyes, Evanston. Michael
Paxton, paintings and drawings, through
Mon 1/9. Group show, Sun 11/20-Wed 1/11.
@ Opens Sun 11/20, 3-5 PM. Mon-Sat 10-5,
Sun 10-6. 847-491-0266

Ridge Art 21 Harrison, Oak Park. Shirley
Hudson, paintings, through Sat 12/31.

@ Opens Fri 11/18, 6-9 PM. Wed-Thu 1-6, Fri
1-8, Sat noon-5, Sun 1-4. 708-848-4062

Riverside Arts Center 32 E. Quincy,
Riverside. Steven Carelli, Katherine
Schofield, Brad Silverstein, lan Weaver,
paintings, through Sat 11/26. Tue-Sat 11-5.
708-442-6400
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Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 2001 and graduated
in 2004; the program chair, Billie Jean Theide, curat-
ed the show at I Space. She says that Flood and Bally
take different approaches to the value of objects:
“Flood cares about the work of the hand. Bally com-
ments more on audience.”

Bally and Flood, both raised in rural Illinois, are
fascinated by machines and love working with their
hands (Suh was traveling and unavailable for inter-
views). Bally earned an undergraduate degree in
industrial design in
2000. At school, he
says, “we talked a lot
about how design could
be a very positive thing
for mankind. But I was
afraid of getting a job
in which I'd be forced to design injection-molded
plastic disposable junk—things I don’t believe in and
don’t think should be made.” After graduating he
helped out on his parents’ farm and also worked as a
carpenter while gradually acquiring his own wood-
working tools, eventually making custom furniture
before enrolling in the metals program. His two
pieces here make strong conceptual statements. He
used receipts to construct the fake pearls in The
Consumer Collection, a group of earrings and neck-
laces. His faux-elegant Consumption, a set of flat-
ware, was sparked by a Taco Bell meal. “I was eating
with one of those black plastic things that aren’t
forks or spoons. I thought, ‘Here’s this object trying
to do the work of two things and doing both some-
what poorly. It hit me that this was
a strong icon of our culture.” He
decided to oppose the quali-
ties of a plastic object quickly
made and intended to be
disposable with the same
design fashioned in metal in
a labor-intensive way. Using
molds made from plastic
utensils, including sporks, he
cast 12 place settings in ster- &
ling silver. Each piece was made T
from a different plastic item so that some
of the details inherent in injection molding—such as

Value

WHEN Through Sat 11/26
WHERE | Space, 230 W.
Superior, 2nd floor

INFO 312-587-9976

lan Bally’s Consumption (above), Frankie Flood’s Psycho Pizza Cadillac (below)

different mold numbers—would be present.

Flood’s father used to come home from his job
running a printing press and work on projects with
his son, from fixing up cars and motorcycles to forg-
ing custom knives out of old files in an oven he’d
made himself; he also carved the wooden handles.

Flood saw these activities as his dad’s release
from a boring job, and later, while
working for a tool-and-die compa-
ny, Flood was disappointed he
couldn’t persuade his older
coworkers to put their
impressive skills to cre-
ative use. Theide chal-
lenged both Flood and

Bally to think about why

they wanted to handecraft

objects. “She taught, “You
don’t just create to create,” Flood says. “There’s a
message or a thought process behind everything you
do.” At one time Theide had made teapots, some
usable and some obviously not since they were

formed of wire mesh, and this got Flood thinking
about his own interest in functional objects. He also
wondered why artists were making anachronistic
things like teapots. Seeking “a functional object for
the contemporary world,” he started making pizza
cutters, primarily out of aluminum and stainless steel.
“Some of my fellow students didn’t understand why
you would spend all this time making an object—it
was almost better to spend time on an idea. I was very
angry about that. I was interested in the alienation of
labor, when the worker ceased to own the means of
production, and had experienced that from my own
work on an assembly line—you become demoralized.
I thought about the idea that it was no longer cool or
valid to spend time handcrafting something, and I
decided to keep on making pizza cutters.”

Flood’s pizza cutters are inspired by the flamboy-
ant designs of biker culture. One, Phatboy, is shaped
like a gun. Three of the six in the show have actually
been used—in some cases on the pizzas Flood made
from scratch in the studio he shared with Bally.
—Fred Camper

Winnetka Community House 620 Lincoln,
Winnetka. Prints by members of the North
Shore Art League, through Fri 1/6. @ Opens
Fri 11/18, 6-8 PM. Mon-Fri 9-5. 847-446-2870

Adler Planetarium 1300 S. Lake Shore Dr.
“Lost Spacecraft,” the Mercury 4 capsule
and related artifacts, through Sun 1/8.

&

ACC-CG-CT, screen print on vinyl on four metal panels by
Beverly Fishman, whose show opens Friday at Skestos Gabriele

»Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30, Sat-Sun 9-4:30.
Closed Thu 11/24. $7; $6 seniors; $4 kids 4-
17 (+ $5 per sky show). 312-922-7827

Art Institute of Chicago Michigan & Adams.
Michael Asher, installation (Gallery 220), plus
related documents and photos (Ryerson
Reading Room), through Sun 1/1....“1945:
Creativity and Crisis, Chicago Architecture
and Design of the World War Il Era,” through
Sun 1/8, Gallery 227....“On the Scene,” pho-
tos by Chicagoans Jessica Rowe, Jason
Salavon, and Brian Ulrich, through Sat 1/28.
...Elizabeth Catlett, prints, through Mon 2/6,
gallery 141....“Honoring Heroes in History,”
children’s book illustrations, through Sun
4/23. mMon-Fri 10:30-4:30, Thu till 8; Sat-
Sun 10-5. Closed Thu 11/24. $12 suggested
admission; $7 students, seniors, kids six and
up. Tuesdays free. 312-443-3600

Block Museum of Art Northwestern Univ.,
40 Arts Circle Dr., Evanston. Marion
Mahony Griffin, architectural and botanical
drawings and landscape paintings, through
Sun 12/4....“Paths to the Press:
Printmaking and American Women Artists,
1910-1960,” work by some 75 artists;
Maybelle Stamper, works on paper; Steina
Vasulka, videos, through Sun 12/11.

@ Exhibit tours, 2 PM Saturdays and
Sundays, through 12/11. s»Tue 10-5, Wed-
Fri 10-8, Sat-Sun noon-5. Closed Thu-Sun
11/24-11/27. @D 847-491-4000

Chicago Architecture Foundation
ArchiCenter 224 S. Michigan. “Five
Architects,” documentation of five public

buildings designed by firms with female
principals, through Sun 11/20@....Photos
of buildings by Holabird & Root, through
Sun 2/26. mDaily 9:30-6. Closed Thu-Fri
11/24-11/25. @B 312-922-3432

Chicago Children’s Museum Navy Pier,
700 E. Grand. Daily 10-5, Thu & Sat till 8.
Closed Thu 11/24. $7; $6 seniors; kids
under one free. Thu 5-8 free; first Monday
of each month free. 312-527-1000

Chicago Cultural Center 78 E. Washing-
ton. Candida Hofer, photos; Enrique
Romero Santana, paintings, Sat 11/19-Sun
1/22....“Landscapes of the Mind,” paint-
ings by Curt Frankenstein, through Fri
12/30....Julio Gonzalez, metal sculpture,
through Sun 1/8....Shona Macdonald,
abstract landscapes, through Sun 1/15....
“Water Towers: The Chicago Prize,” entries
from a competition for proposals for
“preservation and creative reuse of the
city’s historic rooftop water tanks,”
through Sun 1/29. mMon-Thu 10-7, Fri 10-6,
Sat 10-5, Sun 11-5. Closed Thu 11/24. @
312-346-3278

Chicago Historical Society 1601 N. Clark.
“Without Sanctuary: Lynching Photography
in America,” through Sun 12/4....“A
Compassionate Eye,” 1960s shots by photo-
journalist Declan Haun; 1920s posters for
the South Shore Line, through Sun 12/4.
»Mon-Wed noon-8, Sat 9:30-4:30, Sun
noon-5. Closed Thu 11/24. $5 suggested
admission; $3 students, seniors; $1 kids 6-
12. Mondays free. 312-642-4600

Chinese-American Museum 238 W. 23rd.
“Paper Sons: Chinese in the Midwest 1870-
1945,” through Thu 12/1. s»Fri 9:30-1:30,
Sat-Sun 10-5. $2, $1 students and seniors.
312-949-1000

DePaul Univ. Museum 2350 N. Kenmore.
“Ideas About Time,” photos by Mark Klett;
“The Biography of Landscape: Jackson
Park,” photos of the site of the 1893
Columbian Exposition by Steve Harp,
through Wed 11/23@. m»Mon-Thu 11-5, Fri
11-7, Sat-Sun noon-5. @ 773-325-7506

DuSable Museum of African American
History 740 E. 56th PIl. Annual Kwanzaa
exhibit, through Thu 1/5....“Bold
Improvisation: 120 Years of African-
American Quilts,” through Sun 1/8. m»Tue-
Sat 10-5, Sun noon-5. Closed Thu 11/24. $3;
$2 students, seniors; $1 kids 6-13. Sundays
free. 773-947-0600

Elmhurst Art Museum 150 Cottage Hill,
Elmhurst. “Gardens of Earth and Water,”
prints and watercolors by Keith Achepohl,
through Sun 1/15. @ Gallery talk, Sun 11/20,
2 PM. »»Tue, Thu & Sat 10-4, Wed 1-8, Fri &
Sun 1-4. Closed Thu-Fri 11/24-11/25. $4; $3
seniors; $2 students. 630-834-0202

Field Museum 1400 S. Lake Shore Dr.
“Jungles,” color photos by Frans Lanting,
through Sun 1/1....“Design Innovations in
Manufactured Housing,” through Sun 1/15....
“Pompeii: Stories From an Eruption,” arti-
facts of Pompeii, Herculaneum, and Oplontis,
destroyed in 79 AD by an eruption of Mount



