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AFTRA/SAG Senior Radio Players An
ensemble of veteran actors performs two
radio dramas, Death Takes a Holiday and A
Good and Faithful Servant. a Wed 9/14, 7
PM. Chicago Cultural Center, Claudia
Cassidy Theater, 78 E. Washington, 312-
744-6630. F

R
All My Sons Arthur Miller’s 1947
drama, about a war profiteer accused

of selling faulty airplane parts, features an
impressive performance by Michael Colucci
as the corrupt patriarch—and Colucci’s
direction is as strong as his acting. He
turns his storefront theater’s claustropho-
bic space into an asset, upping the intensi-
ty of this pressure cooker of a show. The
high-caliber ensemble express the full
complexity of Miller’s emotional roller
coaster. (JHe) a Open run: Fri-Sat 8 PM,
Sun 3 PM. Actors Workshop Theatre, 1044
W. Bryn Mawr, 773-728-7529. $15-$20. 

American Rock Anthem C. Mitchell
Turner’s confused mess of a play starts off
as a supposedly humorous paean to absurd
1980s movies about disaffected teenagers,
but ends up nostalgic and maudlin. There’s
a dead cheerleader in the protagonist’s
house, and he’s not sure how she got there.
Now he and his best friend have to figure
out a way to get rid of her body, since his
Dungeons & Dragons buddies are coming
over and his crazy Vietnam-vet dad is on
his way home. Should they chop her up? Or
tie her to the train tracks? The humor in
this Sansculottes Theater Company produc-
tion is on the sitcom level—a laugh track
would have helped. (JV) a Through 9/10:
Thu-Sat 8:30 PM. Raven Theatre, 6157 N.
Clark, 773-507-1898. $15. C

R
And Some Can Remember
Something of Some Such Thing

For his latest solo show, premiering as
part of Live Bait’s annual “Fillet of Solo
Festival,” monologist David Kodeski
offers a touching, sometimes acerbic por-
trait of family relationships. Projections
of faded photographs from Kodeski’s
large blue-collar, Polish-Catholic clan in
Niagara Falls provide the show’s visual
texture, and Kodeski’s attempt to give
shape and meaning to the lives of his
now-deceased parents will resonate with
anyone who’s anguished over losing loved
ones, in flesh and memory. (KR) 
a Through 9/17: Fri-Sat 8 PM. Live Bait
Theater, 3914 N. Clark, 773-871-1212. $10;
proceeds from Fri 9/9 show will be donat-
ed to hurricane relief efforts.

Anna Karenina Tolstoy’s tale, adapted by
British playwright Helen Edmundson and
performed by the Vitalist Theatre.
a Previews 9/9-9/11: Fri-Sat 7:30 PM, Sun
2:30 PM. Opens Mon 9/12, 7:30 PM.
Through 10/30: Thu-Sat 7:30 PM, Sun 2:30
PM. $22. Theatre Building Chicago, 1225 W.
Belmont, 773-327-5252. 

R
At Last: A Tribute to Etta James
Five impressive and expressive

singers rip through two dozen tunes,
swinging smoothly from rollicking to
wrenching and back again, in Jackie
Taylor’s musical about the gospel singer
turned blues belter. The second act drags,
but the first half brims with highlights. (JG)
a Through 9/25: Sat 8 PM, Sun 3 PM. Black
Ensemble Theater, Uptown Center Hull
House, 4520 N. Beacon, 773-769-4451. $35.

R
The Bad Seed—the Musical Corn
Productions’ laugh-out-loud spoof of

the 1954 suspense drama stars the Berwyn
mother-daughter team of “Tiff and Mom”
(coauthors Robert Bouwman and Todd
Schaner in drag) as a prepubescent serial
killer and her distraught mother. This paro-

dy tends toward the obvious, and the songs
by Bouwman, Schaner, and Scott Lamberty
begin to sound the same after a while
(except for a brilliant Devo-inspired num-
ber). But the cast features some great sup-
porting turns. (KR) a Through 11/11: Fri
9:30 PM. Bailiwick Repertory, Bailiwick
Arts Center, 1229 W. Belmont, 773-883-
1090. $20.

The Bar NewTown Writers present a read-
ing of a play by Don Bapst. a Mon 9/12,
7:30 PM. Bailiwick Repertory, Bailiwick Arts
Center, 1229 W. Belmont, 773-883-1090. $5.

Beyond Glory Stephen Lang portrays
seven Medal of Honor recipients—combat-
ants during World War II, Korea, and
Vietnam—in this solo show based on a book
by Larry Smith. a Previews 9/10-9/11: Sat
8 PM, Sun 2 and 7:30 PM. Then 9/14-9/19:
Wed-Thu 7:30 PM, Fri-Sat 8 PM, Sun 2 and
7:30 PM, Mon 7 PM. $10-$20. Opens Tue
9/20, 7 PM. Through 10/9: Tue-Thu 7:30
PM, Fri-Sat 8 PM, Sun 2 PM. Also 2 PM Sat.
Goodman Theatre, 170 N. Dearborn, 312-
443-3800. $15-$35.

Beyond Therapy Christopher Durang’s
satire on psychoanalysis and personal ads
focuses on a young couple who negotiate
their relationship with, or despite, the help
of batty shrinks. What Durang calls his
“sunniest” play (relatively speaking, of
course—on his brightest day he’s 20 shades
darker than Neil Simon) confirms that ther-
apists are crazier than anyone. Though
Durang’s absurd conversation and the
introduction of the man’s male live-in lover
add some interest and intrigue, the emo-
tional stakes are minimal. (KW) a Through
9/25: Thu 7:30 PM, Fri 8 PM, Sat 3 and 7
PM, Sun 3 PM. Metropolis Performing Arts
Centre, 111 Campbell, Arlington Heights,
847-577-2121. $27-$37.

NBLANCAFLOR | By pitching
this 80-minute production

to both adults and children, the
family-oriented Tireswing
Theatre ends up appealing to
neither. Playwright Andrew
Lines has created a Mexican-
folklore version of the Faust leg-
end, whose grand dimensions
are sure to escape the little
ones. But all the running around
and screaming, presumably
added for the kids’ benefit, will
annoy anyone too old for car-
toons. In brief, unmotivated
allusions to the original folktale,
Blancaflor resembles Cinderella.
Yet she’s also the devil’s
youngest daughter, who helps
the Faust figure avoid his con-
tractual obligations. The script’s
anachronisms add another out-
landish ingredient to the con-
fused stew, though as delivered
by the supporting cast they’re
sometimes amusing. —Laura
Molzahn a Through 10/9: Fri-Sat 8 PM,
Sun 3 PM. Also 5 PM Sat. Athenaeum
Theatre, first-floor studio theater, 2936 N.
Southport, 312-902-1500. $10-$15.

Blind Tasting Sharon Evans’s lovely if
slight romantic comedy about couples
intoxicated by wine snobbery, presented by
Live Bait Theater as part of the city’s “Play
With Your Food” series. (KK) a Thu 9/8, 8
PM. Randolph Wine Cellars, Tasting Room,
1415 W. Randolph, 312-744-9350. $30
(includes wine tasting).

R
Blue Man Group Three silent guys in
cobalt blue makeup, accompanied by

a small but very loud rock band, perform
Rewired, a wordless, high-tech, highly visu-
al work of participatory conceptual theater.
Blue Man Group offers a visceral education
in the tenuous division between art and
trash. (NG) a Open run: Thu 8 PM, Fri 7
PM, Sat 4, 7, and 10 PM, Sun 4 and 7 PM.
Briar Street Theatre, 3133 N. Halsted, 773-
348-4000. $46-$56.

Broadway-n-Bronzeville Musical revue of
show tunes and jazz. a Open run: Sat 4
and 8 PM. StarLight, 450 E. 43rd, 773-924-
0881. $15; $25 per couple; 21+.

Butterflies Are Free Leonard Gershe’s
1969 romantic comedy, about a young
blind man who breaks free from his smoth-
ering suburban mother and finds love in
Greenwich Village, is more interesting as
an artifact than as art. The tightly struc-
tured story is predictable, and Gershe’s
sense of what groovy kids were up to then
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employs music and puppetry. a Pritzker
Elementary School, front lawn, noon. F

x
Vasawa Robinson and
Manley High School Poets

The high school poetry club of Manley
High performs. a Wicker Park, 1 PM.
F

x
Betty and Frances Michael
Nowak’s autobiographical story

about two households in Chicago’s Logan
Square neighborhood is offered in a read-
ing. a Wicker Park, 4 PM. 

x
Whenever Did That Root
Canal and Masterpiece

Surgery The Dorian Project, an ensem-
ble of high school students, makes its
debuts with the original piece Whenever
Did That Root Canal. See listing for Fri
for information on Masterpiece Surgery.
a Chopin Theatre, 6 PM.

x
Hunger Bulletproof Puppet
Productions’ adaptation of Kafka’s

“A Hunger Artist” employs puppets and
actors “to expound on the conflicts of
art in society.” The outdoor perform-
ance is intended for all ages. a Wicker
Park, 6 PM.

x
Poetry Center of Chicago
Readings by Anne Holub, Ixta

Menchaca, Ixtaccihuatl, Stella Vinitchi
Radulescu, Tony Trigilio, Kristy Bowen,
Bob Lawrence, and Nathalie Stephens.
a Subterranean Lounge, 2011 W.
North, 6 PM. $5.

x
Inventing Eve Adapted loosely
from the Bible, the Global Theatre’s

Inventing Eve is a collaboratively created
performance of movement, music, and
text focusing on some of the lesser-
known biblical women. a Chopin
Theatre, 7 PM.

x
Theatre of Women See list-
ing for Fri. a Open End Gallery,

7 PM. 

x
Ugly Baby: 564 Things to
Do With a Peanut and

Bedfellas See listing for Fri. a Chopin
Theatre, 8 PM.

x
The Sweat Girls: The Life of
the Party! See listing for Fri. a

Open End Gallery, 8 PM.

x
Matthew Stove Matthew Stove
recites “poetic prose” in an evening

of “Existential Romantic Comedy.” a
Subterranean Lounge, 2011 W. North,
8:30 PM. $10 suggested donation.

x
Urban Renewal: Two One
Acts See listing for Fri. a Chopin

Theatre, 9 PM.

x
The Best of Triplette See 
listing for Fri. a Open End Gallery,

9 PM. 

x
Young Mr. Ryan’s Ambition
and Raft The Speaking Ring

Theatre Company’s Young Mr. Ryan’s
Ambition is an absurdist comedy about
an upscale dinner party turned night-
mare. See listing for Fri for information
on Raft. a Chopin Theatre, 10 PM.

x
Holiday Sauce! See listing for
Fri. a Chopin Theatre, 11 PM.

SUNDAY11

lWicker Park Garden Club
Tour of Festival Doug Wood

leads a tour of artwork “with a botanical
theme, including representational 
and abstract interpretations.” a Noon
and 3 PM, limit 20 (register at festival
Web site).

l Tour for Collectors Bridget
McDonough and Amy Brandolino

lead a tour for collectors of selected
artists. a 1 PM, limit 20 (register at 
festival Web site).

x
A White Light in God’s
Choir Irreverence Dance +

Theatre Company performs Sukie de la
Croix’s portrait of would-be opera diva
Florence Foster Jenkins. a Wicker Park,
1 PM. Then a program featuring Szewai
Lee, Carisa Barreca and Gail Adduci,
Leopold Group, Miguel Angel Novoa,
Intelligent Dance Theater, Liana C.
Percoco, Kasey Foster, Thread Meddle
Outfit, Equilibrium Dance Chicago, and
Synapse Arts Collective. a Vittum
Theater, 2 PM.

l Club Lucky Kids’ music by Jeanie
B and the Jelly Beans, 11 AM; then an

hourly lineup featuring Marla and John,
Will Kurk Experience, the Locals, the
Rolling Clones, Mark Sheehy, and Ballistic
Edna. a 1824 W. Wabansia, 3-10 PM. F

l Piece The Occidental Brothers. a
1027 W. North, 7:30 PM. $5; $2

purchase of Blonde Coyote beer benefits
the festival.

✇ATC Short Film & Video
Program See listing for Fri. a

Rodan, 1530 N. Milwaukee, 8 PM. $7.

x
The Pizza Box Project See
listing for Sat. a Noon-6 PM,

beginning in Wicker Park before moving
throughout the neighborhood. F

x
Billy Bean . . . and the
Pritzker School for

Debilitating Deformities and
Unwanted Afflictions See listing
for Sat. a Pritzker Elementary School,
front lawn, noon. F

x
Poetry Readings by Kids
Young bards declaim their verse. 

a Wicker Park playground, 1 PM. F

x
Betty and Frances See listing
for Sat. a Wicker Park, 4 PM. 

x
Poetry Center of Chicago
Readings by Alyson Paige Warren,

Chris Bower, Michael Kadela, Parnesha
Jones, Joe Weintraub, Mirela Ramona,
Ciupag, Gene Tanta, and Belen Neira 
a Subterranean Lounge, 2011 W.
North, 6 PM. $5.

x
Whenever Did That Root
Canal and Masterpiece

Surgery See listing for Sat for 
information on Whenever Did That 
Root Canal. See listing for Fri for 
information on Masterpiece Surgery.
a Chopin Theatre, 6 PM.

x
Hunger See listing for Sat. 
a Wicker Park, 6 PM.

x
Inventing Eve See listing for
Sat. a Chopin Theatre, 7 PM.

x
Theatre of Women See listing
for Fri. a Open End Gallery, 

7 PM. 

x
Ugly Baby: 564 Things 
to Do With a Peanut

and Bedfellas See listing for Fri. 
a Chopin Theatre, 8 PM.

x
The Sweat Girls: 
The Life of the Party! See

listing for Fri. a Open End Gallery, 
8 PM.

x
Four Poets and No Waiting
Readings by C.J. Laity, Wayne

Allan Jones, Larry O. Dean, and Charlie
Newman. a Subterranean Lounge, 
2011 W North, 8:30 PM. $10 suggested
donation.

x
Urban Renewal: Two One
Acts See listing for Fri. a Chopin

Theatre, 9 PM.

x
The Best of Triplette See 
listing for Fri. a Open End Gallery,

9 PM. 

x
Young Mr. Ryan’s
Ambition and Raft See listing

for Sat for information on Young Mr.
Ryan’s Ambition. See listing for Fri 
for information on Raft. a Chopin
Theatre, 10 PM.

x
Holiday Sauce! See listing 
for Fri. a 11 PM, a Chopin

Theatre, 10 PM.

l Closing Party Audible
Pleasures, a program of 

experimental audio and video featuring
six artists, highlights the festival’s
closing party. a Subterranean Lounge,
2011 W. North, 9:30 PM. $10.

Steve Skinner, Nicholas
Sistler, and Mary King

Critic’s Choice

l You go to most art fairs for the fair, not the art. It’s
fun to be out in the street on a sunny day, committing

trans fat suicide and watching the people. But who needs a
five-by-five-foot faux-pointillist portrait of Marilyn Monroe?
The Around the Coyote Fall Arts Festival can’t entirely elimi-
nate the ugly, the stupid, the incompetent, the dull, and the
sofa-sized. It can, however, maximize your chances of avoid-
ing them. Taking advantage of the heavy artist population in
the Wicker Park/Bucktown area, Around the Coyote reimag-
ines the art fair as Halloween trek, with patrons and partyers
walking from studio to studio, choosing the best places to fill
their aesthetic goody bags. Here are a few of the finest treats.
Watercolorist Steve Skinner (1739 N. Honore) subverts his
medium even as he masters it, creating a powerful sense of
the weight of water in paintings of found objects such as
squeak dolls and bobble-head toys. Nicholas Sistler (1846 N.
Hoyne) uses a bright palette and surreal images, Magritte-like
in their precision, in his uncanny miniatures, often no bigger
than a business card. Mary King (Flat Iron Building, 1579 
N. Milwaukee, studio 203A) creates Matissian landscapes
assembled from “puzzle” pieces of acrylic color as well as 
figurative works reminiscent of Lee Godie. a Opening-night
party 9/8, 8 PM-midnight, 1935 1/2 W. North; $20. 9/9-9/11:

Fri 6-9 PM, Sat 10 AM-11 PM, Sun 10 AM-6 PM. Various
locations; 773-342-6777. $5 for a visual-arts pass, providing
admission to all four main buildings. —Tony Adler

Catch of the Week (1) by Mary King (detail)


