


Hypocrite
Hackers
Your cover story [“But Can He
Hack Prison?” August 19] does a
good job of documenting the sorry
state of “radical” politics these days.
I can just see all these left- and
right-wing computer nerds trying
to figure out how to shut down Web
sites they don’t like. Talk about
hypocrisy. Jeremy Hammond trum-
pets himself as being the defender
of the “free Internet.” What he
seems to mean is that the Internet
should be “free” as long as he agrees
with the content in question.

Gary Baldwin
River North

It’s Not Easy
Being Lefty
While I typically find extreme
activists on both ends of the politi-
cal spectrum to be, at best, annoy-
ingly cute but rarely informative
(god, everything was so very black-
and-white when I was younger
too!), Mr. Fleming [Letters, August
26] and the rest of his ilk need to be
aware of, or at least acknowledge,
one very glaring difference between
activists on the left and right:
groups such as [ProtestWarrior]
haven’t been infiltrated by the FBI,
weren’t subjected to preemptive
arrests prior to political conven-
tions, weren’t threatened with
grand jury subpoenas, and on and
on and on. And Justin, please drop
the “center-right” appellation.
There is nothing even remotely cen-
trist about anyone who supports the
current administration.

Jake Daab
S. Union

Cheap Thrills
I am disheartened that the Reader
chose to run an article that
described the cruel prank pulled by
Julia Rickert and her roommate
Derek Erdman in 2001 [“My Muff
Has Tusks!” August 19]. The snarky
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Justin Fleming
of Protest-
Warrior in
Letters, August
26: “While the
social justice
movement 
covers their
faces with 
bandannas
when speaking
their truest
convictions or
shriek about
“persecution”
whenever their
message,
means, motives,
and associa-
tions are called
into criticism,
those of us who
have gone out
into the street
with our 
support for the
U.S.’s prose-
cution of a war
against terror
haven’t seen the
need for such
protections.”
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Where
Indymedia
Puts It
Dear editor:

In response to the criticism of
the Chicago Independent Media
Center (chicago.indymedia.org) in
last week’s letter by a Protest-
Warrior [August 26], we would
like to call attention to our editori-
al policy, which is on our Web site:

“The collective that maintains
the CIMC website can hide posts
if the material is far outside of, or
in conflict with, the principles of
the project and this website.
Examples of material that may be
hidden include newswire posts
that are racist, sexist, homophobic,
or that clearly fly in the face of our
mission to serve as a space for the
exchange of news, dialogue, and
opinion that advances economic
and social justice.

“In addition, posts that serve as
commercials for for-profit compa-
nies will be removed. We respect
and support a diversity of opinion,
but our site, as well as other sites
in the Indymedia network, have
unfortunately been increasingly
targeted by quantities of right-
wing disinformation and hatred-
promoting messages. We would
appreciate it if such persons would
instead use [other Web sites], or
set up their own . . . rather than
subjecting our readers and posters
to their objectionable cant.”

However, when we find post-
ings which violate our editorial
policy they are not erased; they’re
merely moved into the “hidden
articles” section of our Web site.
Those articles can be viewed by
selecting the “hidden articles” link
on the lower right of our home
page. The articles, which Mr.
Fleming says we are “deleting,” can
be found there.

We should also say that
ProtestWarrior is notorious for
harassing bona fide left organizers
during protests, rallies, events, and
in the digital realm. While we 
welcome civil, honest, and con-
structive dialogue from a variety
of perspectives, we do not tolerate
abuse, but we have yet to hear 
anything besides incessant abuse 
from ProtestWarrior and 
their ilk.

In solidarity,

Mitchell Szczepanczyk 
Rita Sand 
Don Goldhamer 
Chicago Independent Media Center
W. Diversey 

tone of the article, posted under the
heading High Jinks, is clearly
meant to entice us to find their
stunt clever and amusing; instead I
am thoroughly disgusted. It does
not seem that the men who
responded to the chat room invite
were looking to commit statutory
rape or a crime of any kind. Rather
it seems that they were just men
with a mild kink looking for some
clean fun with a consenting adult.
The Reader, after it has made a for-
tune in advertising revenue from
phone sex and other adult-themed
services, now sees fit to mock the
people who patronize these services. 

But Ms. Rickert and Mr.
Erdman didn’t just lure them to
phone; they then proceeded to
humiliate them with messages that
insulted them with stock phrases
recorded on a sampler. All of this is
lurid and debasing for all con-
cerned, but where Rickert and
Erdman descend into the truly
creepy is in recording the voice mail
and releasing a CD. I am pretty sure
that after Steve Allen, the FCC does
not approve of phone calls being
unknowingly used for entertain-
ment purposes. Are we supposed to
find their illegal behavior funny? 

Look, I understand that there is
something pathetic about people
trying to meet sexual needs over
the phone with strangers. But
what’s disgusting is the willingness
of people like Rickert and Erdman
to embarrass others simply because
they are vulnerable. Simply put,
they are bullies. And Ms. Rickert’s
attempt to justify this sadism is
lame, to say the least. 

Suppose Rickert and Erdman
had posted a picture of a young
stud and enticed gay men to call
with their fantasies and then be
held up for mockery. It is hard to
imagine that such an article would
have been allowed to be published.
But what exactly is different? 

I have always felt like the Reader
existed in a slightly utopian space,
where if we were just a little more
tolerant of other people’s quirks the
world would be a better place. To
find the Reader glorifying the wan-
ton humiliation of mild deviants
and rewarding one of the perpetra-
tors with a job is a dispiriting sign
of the times. 

Joshua Kilroy
Hyde Park 


