For all its narrative silliness, Frey’s
annoying and confusing manner
serves him well. His logorrhea draws
you in, keeping you close as Frey’s
tumultuous new life unfolds.




prodigal son. He starts off scrap-
ing by as a doorman at a Chicago
nightclub. He’s an emotional
zombie, an insomniac whose
sleep is fraught with cocained
dreams, terrified to be sober, bid-
ing his time having vapid conver-
sations with girls in bars and
meaningful ones with the ghost
of his dead girlfriend. After
hooking up with Leonard, how-
ever, his spirit brightens and he
becomes hopeful. He begins to
learn how to love life. He buys a
Picasso with his mob money. He
gets a girlfriend. He writes a few
screenplays, and on a lark he
moves to LA to get a straight job.
Within a few chapters he’s
optioned some movies and
directed some others. He’s a reg-
ular guy with a house in a
canyon, living with the woman of
his dreams and making Leonard
proud—a far cry from the macho
incorrigible who arrived at rehab
toothless and kicking.

The whole story seems prepos-
terous, but somehow it works,
right down to the emotionally
gutting surprise ending. Frey lim-
its his characters to himself, his
dogs, Leonard, a girlfriend or
two, and Leonard’s henchman.
But in doing so he insures that
the story stays on track. He keeps
his readers in his pocket, a velvet-
lined emotional space where all
the dramatic power comes from
the way he grapples with life like
a thin-skinned newborn. It plays
like a perpetual season-ending
clifthanger: will he succeed or
fail? And, most of all, it plays to
two powerful fantasies: That we
can be unconditionally loved,
provided for by a big daddy who
is as fierce as his love for us and
will exact cold vengeance on any-
one who threatens us with harm.
And that no matter our
wretchedness and failings, no
matter how grievous our suffer-
ing, we too can be redeemed. @

"Back Pain?”

INSTANT FREE REPORT

Reveals The Little Known
Secret To Eliminating Back Pain...
«..Without Drugs Or Surgery!

The Hidden Truth About How You
Can Quickly Get Rid Of Back Pain...
Even If You've Tried
Everything Before!

Get It Instantly At:
http://4pains.com/Luban/
freereport1.htm
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Open all year
Drop in anylime.
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HOT JOBS

ART BOOKBINDERS HAS been serving law firms across the country since
1966. We produce high quality custom books and digital transcripts (CDs)
for transactional and finance documents. In these two positions, our ideal
candidates will be: flexible, detail-oriented, possess strong communication
and problem-solving skills. Also be able to respond quickly to changing
requirements....

RESOURCE COORDINATOR, FRONT desk, college grads with HR interest:
established recruitment firm seeks an individual who thrives on variety,
multi-tasking, troubleshooting and switching gears with ease. This team
player provides administrative support to our president; handles office
management, database searches, resume screening, Internet research....

INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF Design and Technology is a Bachelor's
and Associate degree-granting school in Fashion/ Interior/ multimedia
production/ design industry. Seeking faculty with teaching experience
for: general ed.: math, science, history with Master's and fac. advisor.
Multimedia: Web design, audio, video, special effects, graphic design, 3D
modeling/ animation with....

WOLFGANG PUCK GRAND Cafe in Evanston. World famous chef is
looking for an experienced banquet/ marketing manager. This person
must be highly organized, self-motivated, go-get-them type person. We
are also looking for a front-of-house experienced manager. Computer POS
and people skills needed, must also be highly organized, self-motivated....

For these jobs and nearly 500 others,
check out Help Wanted in Section 4 in this week’s

CHICAGO READER

and online at www.chicagoreader.com
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KOHN’'S .

DRESS FOR LESS |
DICKIE PANTS

s TO SIZE 72 ALL COLORS I
MATCHING SHIRTS
MATCHING SHORTS SI I I

HOTTEST JEANS |
BRANDS |

GIRBAUD, ENYCE, ROCAWEAR

*39sei: *
Tops §16

§97 SHORTS « TOPS

MEN’S HANES BEEFY T'S
WHITE & COLORS, T0 SIZE 4X |

6 FOR $10

] Open 7 days 10am-6pm ¢ Corner North-Austin |

6004 W. North Ave, Chgo ¢ 773-637-5175

LIFE IS GOOD

4THLETIC W

847/866-6190
1723 Benson Ave.
EVANSTON
www.eaconline.com

at the club

)\
TRCETIc o 2

'LPAC

7173/529-2022
1019 W. Diversey
CHICAGO
www.lpaconline.com

BASKETBALL « CARDIO ROOM « FREE WEIGHTS « GROUP EXERCISE CLASSES « JACUZZI/STEAM/SAUNA « KIDS CLUB « SPINNING «
MASSAGE THERAPY « PERSONAL TRAINING « YOGA « PILATES « GYROTONICS « POOL « RENTAL LOCKERS « STRENGTH TRAINING

Join by August 31, 2005 for $99 enroliment fee!

Plus, receive ONE FREE guest pass!

Bring this ad to LPAC or EAC to receive your free guest pass. Photo 1.D. is required. (Redeem pass by 8/31/05)






