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“They were basically trying to say
they had everything, and they
could arrest him right now, but
they don’t want to.”

Soon after ProtestWarrior
announced that its site had

been hacked, pundit Michelle
Malkin, who defended wartime
internment in a 2004 book,
linked to a ProtestWarrior letter
about the scheme on her blog,
prompting an avalanche of scorn
for Hammond. “The slightly-
built, pouty-lipped Jeremy
Hammond will probably be quite
popular inside the cell block
after lights-out,” wrote one blog-
ger. “I hope he doesn’t bruise
easy.” Others rallied to support
Hammond. Hundreds of people
from as far away as Turkey and
the Netherlands have signed the
petition on FreeJeremy.com.
“Jeremy is one of the best, most
helpful guys I have ever talked to,”
wrote HackThisSite user Brandon
Perry of Texas. “He is a good guy
that only taught ethical hacking.” 

In April Clorox and some fel-
low G00ns exploited a security
vulnerability in the Indymedia
publishing software, one that,
ironically, Hammond had found
a month earlier when conducting
a security audit for the Chicago
site. He’d notified Indymedia
administrators, warning them
not to make the vulnerability
public until all the sites had an
opportunity to fix it. Chicago’s
administrators patched the hole
immediately. But then someone
posted the vulnerability on a
publicly accessible bulletin board
for Indymedia administrators,
and Clorox found it. Within two
days he reportedly took down
more than 16 Indymedia sites, in
some cases erasing their archives
and displaying messages on their
home pages that said things like
“Our soldiers are dying over sees
to give men, women, and chil-

dren a taste of freedom and you
call them imperialists. You are
nothing but pigs.” In retaliation
Indymedia users posted what
they’d deduced was Clorox’s
identity and college, along with
the phone number of the head of
the school’s computer-science
department. According to an
article in the Boulder Weekly, a
few days later he was called into
the dean’s office and suspended.
The FBI also paid him a visit,
and apparently he too is now lay-
ing low. (He didn’t respond to
the e-mails I sent.) 

These days Hammond spends
most of his time at his Mac tech-
nician job and working on the
next issue of “Hack This Zine,” a
print and online zine he started

earlier this year for hacktivists.
He says his days of scuffles and
handcuffs are behind him. “I’m
still raising a ruckus,” he says,
gamely raising a fist, but then
adds, “I’m not, like, involved in
any direct action or any illegal or
questionable activities.”

He says he’s focusing instead
on teaching fellow hacktivists
technical tricks to “protect them-
selves,” so that if they choose to
“play the game” they “don’t find
themselves in a situation like I’m
in.” Then he adds, “I knew what I
was getting involved with. I
know if you’re going to be
involved in more sensitive things
you have to be prepared to
accept the consequences. And
I’ve accepted that.”   v




