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fellowship. She finished her
master’s and was ordained in
1982 and went on to teach and
serve as pastor at Holden Village
and at Bethany Lutheran Church
in Minneapolis throughout the
80s. In 1998 she earned a
doctorate in theology from
Harvard, where she concentrated
on the New Testament and early
Christianity, and then moved to
Chicago to teach at the Lutheran
School. “I had other job offers,”
she says, “but this school had an
excellent reputation. It has a PhD
program, so I have PhD students,
some of whom are international
students who go back to their
countries and become world
leaders. So our school really has
an important voice.”

The hardcover version of The
Rapture Exposed was released

to coincide with the publication of
the last chapter in the Left Behind
story, The Glorious Appearing. 60
Minutes invited Rossing to
appear on a Morley Safer
segment about the Left Behind
books. LaHaye and Jenkins
talked about the vast sales they’d
racked up being no doubt the
Lord’s work. And they talked
about America as world leader by
divine bequest, about bleeding
red, white, and blue. They talked
about the liberal manufacture of
a “loving, wimpy Jesus.”

During Rossing’s few minutes
on the air, she responded to the
image of the destructive,
avenging Christ so crucial to the
Rapture script, saying, “You can
piece together that vengeful
warrior Jesus, you can find him
here and there, but the heart of
the Bible, the overwhelming
message, even of the book of
Revelation, is of a nonviolent
lamb who conquers not by
killing people, but by giving his
life. . . . They take the message
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then and personalize it to
evildoers, they make this an ‘us
versus them’ kind of theology—if
you’re not with us, you’re against
us. They forget that the message
of the Bible is that each person is
created in the image of God.”

In academia, Rossing says, her
worldview is the common one. 
“I think pretty much every
scholar on Revelation thinks
what I’ve said. The only
difference is that I’ve written a
trade book that is more
accessible, and I’ve made some
connections to popular culture.”
The reason no one else has
written a book like hers, she says,
is that “we thought the Left
Behind books were so ridiculous
that they didn’t need to be
answered. They’re just pulp
fiction. You don’t usually need to
have scholars critiquing that level
of novel. But then I discovered
that everyone was reading them!

“I don’t think I am the
maverick,” she says. “I’m the
traditionalist—the ancient
tradition, 2,000 years of
Christian understanding that
Jesus is only going to come back
once, not twice, and not to
destroy the earth, but to save it.
And, yes, I’m cast as a maverick,
and in the end I guess it’s great. I
think we need to take back the
Bible, and I’m trying to do that.” 

She’s currently at work on a
second book, about the
connections between Christianity
and ecology. “If we’re not going to
be taken off this earth, and if God
wants us to live on this earth,
what does that mean in terms of
sustainability and environmental
degradation, and how does God
heal the world?” she says.
“Because that’s what I think the
end of Revelation is about: God
healing the world.”   v

Rossing

Find those fabulous old
home movies to show at
Chicago Home Movie Day.

Saturday,  August 13 at the
Cultural Center. It’s sooner
than you think so start
looking now! For more information call:

773 478 3799
or visit our website at:
www.chicagofilmarchives.org
or visit:
www.homemovieday.com

This program is partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency

I urge anyone with an interest in learning more
about how to care for and preserve their own
personal  memories to join in the festivities being
offered in  their community on August 13.

Martin Scorsese
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