
JI
M

 W
A

LK
ER

Sue Anne Zollinger 



CHICAGO READER  | JUNE 17, 2005  |  SECTION ONE   13



14 CHICAGO READER  |  JUNE 17, 2005  |  SECTION ONE

she hadn’t been making any art, she
restarted the club. “It satisfies all of
these needs I have,” she says. “It keeps
me in touch with my friends without
my having to actually correspond with
them all, . . . and it forces me to make
some piece of artwork every month,
even if it’s thematic about pie.”

After two more years Zollinger was
getting exasperated with both the cost
of the postcards and postage and the
time it took to address all the recipes.
She decided that selling subscriptions
to the club could offset some of her
expenses, so with that goal in mind
she and a friend designed the Web
site for the Pie of the Month Club
early last year. “I thought, ‘I’m going
to have the Web site for all things
pie—an international pie database,’”
she says. “I decided I needed to be like
the Willy Wonka of pie or something,
I guess.” In addition to archiving the
previous recipes and art, she created a
pie map directing visitors to the best
pie places in America, listed pie-ori-
ented events, and provided links to
pie cookbooks. She also started an
advice column about baking pies,
reluctantly appointing herself the
site’s pie expert. Although she had to
make up the first couple questions
herself, she now gets about two a
week; answering them requires that
she spend a few hours consulting

cookbooks, surfing the Internet, and
talking on the phone to her mother.
Fearful of the commitment to a
steady schedule that subscriptions
would demand, Zollinger initially
held off from offering them, but
they’re now available for $16. So far
she’s only had 24 takers, bringing her
mailing list up to 121, but with 10,000
people visiting the site each month,
she’s anticipating more.

Zollinger estimates that she now
spends between four to ten hours a
week on pie-related activities. She’s
also taken up pie sculpture, crafting a
handful of little snow-globe-like
objects. “One of them has some para-
medics carrying a big pie on a stretch-
er, and another has a bunch of circus
chimps on a teeter-totter and there’s a
big pie on the other end,” she says.

But oddly enough, baking pies has
remained a minor activity for
Zollinger. Although at first she
planned on taking a stab at every
recipe she sent out, she was soon
relying on her friends to do it. “I
think the grossest pie I had was
Prune Butterscotch Orange Nut
Pie—it was disgusting,” she says. “But
some of the ones that seem gross are
pretty good—Sauerkraut Pie isn’t
bad, as long as you distribute [the
sauerkraut] evenly through the cus-
tard.” Early on Zollinger had ambi-
tions of compiling the various recipes

and art in a cookbook. But she wants
to finish her dissertation first. She
hopes to get her degree next May.

Meanwhile there are plenty of other
pie projects to occupy her. “I had a
friend who’s been on the mailing list
for years but with whom I rarely actu-
ally correspond write me a letter this
week,” Zollinger goes on. “In the letter
she said she was checking out the

Web site on the off chance that I
might have had a section on pies in
film online. And I actually felt guilty
that I didn’t have that up yet, because
I have been compiling this list of pie
appearances in film, and that made
me laugh at myself because (a) my
friend went online assuming I was
deranged enough to have this infor-
mation and (b) I do.”   v

Let’s not kid ourselves. From the online
“Reason Express”: “The 21st century will see
great advances in biotech, and the U.S. will not
dictate what those advances will be. The feder-
al government may opt to ban, restrict, or

refrain from funding research involving 
human somatic cell nuclear transfer, but labs
elsewhere in the world will pay no heed to
political dust-ups in Washington. To pretend
otherwise is madness.” —HH
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